
Analysis with the Ontario government’s  

public-sector salary disclosure data 

At the end of each fiscal year, the Ontario government publishes the 

salaries of public-sector workers who earn more than $100,000 a year. 

Typically, the stories post the same questions: Who made the most? Is 

the inventory of workers earning more than $100,000 growing each 

year?  

While these questions are reasonable places to begin, there are far 

more interesting stories buried in the numbers. The first step is 

obtaining the numbers. The good news is that Ontario allows users to 

download the data, dating all the way back to 1997. The process in 

Alberta is similar. While jurisdictions like Nova Scotia provide their 

numbers in PDF format.  

This tutorial uses no math, just basic spreadsheet skills: filtering and 

sorting.  

Let’s get started, beginning with a story from CBC News. 

1. The story focuses on the highest income-earners, with Ontario 

Power Generation executives topping the list.  

2. After you’ve read the story, download the 2017 data from 

Ontario’s public-sector salary disclosure site, and upload the 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/public-sector-salary-disclosure
https://www.alberta.ca/salary-disclosure.aspx
https://www.novascotia.ca/finance/en/home/publications/PSCD/default.aspx
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-sunshine-list-2017-public-sector-salary-disclosure-1.4589673
https://www.ontario.ca/page/public-sector-salary-disclosure#section-0


saved table to your Google drive. 

 
3. Once you’ve uploaded the file, click on the spreadsheet icon 

 
and open it using Google Sheets. (Note: Download the app if you 

https://www.google.ca/sheets/about/


don’t already have it.)

 
4. Your table should look like this. 

 
5. Now you can check out some of the numbers used in the story.  

6. Let’s begin with the highest paid employee by sorting the values 

in the “Salary Paid” column in descending order. 



 
7. The article identifies Ontario Power Generation’s Jeffrey Lyash as 

the highest paid employee, followed by other top-earners.  

8. Now, let’s count the number of entries, or rows to verify that 

almost 132,000 public sector employees earned more than 

$100,000 in 2017.  

9. Count the number of records, or rows, the spreadsheet by using 

the vertical scroll bar to the right of the table to navigate to the 

bottom.     



10. We also learned how much former Ontario Premier Kathleen 

Wynne earned during her last year in office. To locate that 

number, activate the spreadsheet’s filter by clicking the funnel-

shaped icon on the right-hand side of the menu above the table. 

     
11. Each column has a drop-down arrow.  

12. Use the horizontal scroll bar at the bottom of the table to 

navigate to column B, which contains the last names. Type 



“Wynne” in the search bar. 

           
13. Note that because this a large dataset for Google Sheets to 

handle, the previous step may take a few seconds. The process is 



quicker with smaller datasets, and even speedier using Excel, the 

gold standard for data work.   

14. There are other employees who possess the same last 

name. So, another way to achieve the same result is to sort the 

Last Name column in either ascending or descending order using 

the sorting technique we learned in step 6.  

15. Now that we have the hang of filtering and sorting, let’s try 

to find other numbers mentioned in the article.  


